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School Communication Awards

• Recognize districts for managing communications 
and developing tools that go above and beyond in 
disseminating important messages to their publics

• Identify best practices for districts to emulate 

• Open to all districts and agencies/firms

• Part of NJSPRA member benefits
■ Two free entries!



2023 Awards by the Numbers

Award 
Categories

24
AWARD

WINNERS

8
Forty-One
Districts 
Entered

102 Total Submissions
        Highest Number Ever!

AZ, CA, OH, OK, IL, 
NE, NY, WA 18 JUDGES



AND THE 
WINNERS ARE...



Newsletter
3rd Place

Livingston Public Schools

Judge’s comment: 
“I really like your “This Week’s Highlights” section and 
how you keep things clean by providing links back to 
your website vs. having every post/word written out…”



Little Falls Board of Education

Judge’s comment: 
“Nice layout, purposeful topics, well-written, and I 
love the tabs on top with overall "topic" for that page. 
Nicely done. ”

Newsletter
2nd Place



Middlesex County Magnet Schools

Judge’s comment: 
“Nice design, great use of white space, creative styling, 
use of photos. Content is easy to ready, well written, 
purposeful.”

Newsletter
1st Place



Perth Amboy Public Schools
“Rebranding Perth Amboy Public Schools”

Judge’s comment: 
“The branding was well described and 
demonstrated.”

Marketing, 
Branding, Image

3rd Place



Long Branch Public Schools
“LBPS Branding Kit”

Judge’s comment: 
“The branding effort definitely leads to 
cohesiveness.”

Marketing, 
Branding, Image

2nd Place



Middlesex County Magnet Schools
“Rebrand of Middlesex County Magnet 

Schools”

Judge’s comment: 
“This submission description clearly stated the challenge, 
identified all of the audiences and stakeholders impacted, 
and the presentation effectively demonstrated the 
application of the five campus unified brand. Well done!”

Marketing, 
Branding, Image

1st Place



Piscataway Township Schools
“Piscataway Lantern Fly Traps”

Judge’s comment: 
“It's great to see an academic connection to community 
service by the science honor society. It showcases many 
aspects of the school experience in one story.”

Media 
Relations

3rd Place



Paterson Public Schools
“The Longest Serving Teacher in Paterson”

Judge’s comment: 
“The perfect story to counter the national teacher 
shortage headlines while also highlighting the 
passion, humility and love of the profession. 
Viewing her tear up, really touched my heart!”

Media 
Relations

2nd Place



Toms River Regional Schools
“Promoting Toms River's 

State Teacher of the Year”

Judge’s comment: 
“The social media posts were appropriate and 
the "See? We weren't kidding!" was clever. Great 
coverage!”

Media 
Relations

1st Place



Summit Public Schools
“Middle School Science Activity”

Judge’s comment: 
“I just love this picture!  The joy on the kid's 
face as he interacts with the teacher is really 
great.”

Photography
3rd Place



West Orange Public School District
“West Orange HS Sports Media Association”

Judge’s comment: 
“You see a lot of these type of photos, but rarely 
are they this effective. The lighting is tremendous, 
and it's obvious that a lot of time and effort was 
put in to get it exactly right.”

Photography
2nd Place



Piscataway Township Schools
“Piscataway STEAM Challenge”

Judge’s comment: 
“Something good and exciting is going on 
here. I would use this photo to recruit 
students, teachers and to sell people on how 
exciting education can be.”

Photography
1st Place



Cherry Hill Public Schools
“Facebook Campaign - Sign Jokester"

Judge’s comment: 
“What a creative way to produce engagement!”

Social Media
3rd Place



Toms River Regional Schools
“TRRS on Instagram”

Judge’s comment: 
“Congratulations on meeting your goals and getting 
other talented individuals involved! Your entry is a great 
model for school PR!”

Social Media
2nd Place



New Brunswick Public Schools
“NBPS Social Media”

Judge’s comment: 
“The photos and graphics are beautiful and seem 
to fit each audience you're trying to reach.”

Social Media
1st Place



Westfield Public Schools
“Budget Snapshot Infographic”

Judge’s comment: 
“Clearly and visually shows the complex act of school 
funding in a way that "regular" people can understand. 
Good use of infographics and layout to make it easy to 
read and understand.”

Special Interest 
Publication

3rd Place



Piscataway Township Schools
“Piscataway School Calendar and Guide”

Judge’s comment: 
“A lot of great, purposeful content, nicely 
formatted in a creative and and eye-catching 
design. This looks great and serves its purpose.”

Special Interest 
Publication

2nd Place



Ramsey School District
“Ramsey 2022-23 Academic Calendar”

Judge’s comment: 
“Clear, simple, easy to understand. nice 
balance of content and graphics/photos. 
Excellent publication!”

Special Interest 
Publication

1st Place



Laura Bishop Communications - 
Shrewsbury Borough School

“Shrewsbury District Clearly Explains Bond 
Vote”

https://youtu.be/MLI3z7zkwS0Judge’s comment: 
“All of the speakers seemed natural and the tone was 
conversational but to the point. It gave the video a 
warm, friendly feeling that kept me focused on the 
benefits of the bond instead of any concerns.”

Video
3rd Place

https://youtu.be/MLI3z7zkwS0


Hamilton Township School District
“Are You Ready To Be My Teacher?”

https://youtu.be/eC_Yg7qWcvE

Judge’s comment: 
“This is a great idea and showcased several 
district students.”
“This is an exceptional video for teacher 
recruitment. Very well done.”

Video
2nd Place

https://youtu.be/eC_Yg7qWcvE


Laura Bishop Communications - NJCCVTS
“Showcasing the Modern CTE Experience in NJ”

https://youtu.be/-TOTFaeiDkQ
Judge’s comment: 

“The video is engaging and the scene transitions help 
maintain the flow and interest. After watching this 
video, I would want to enroll my children.”

Video
1st Place

https://youtu.be/-TOTFaeiDkQ


Westfield Public Schools
“Budget Vote Website”

https://sites.google.com/westfieldnjk12.org/april-vote-
2023/home 

Judge’s comment: 
“The website clearly met its objective! Well 
done!”

Website
3rd Place

https://sites.google.com/westfieldnjk12.org/april-vote-2023/home
https://sites.google.com/westfieldnjk12.org/april-vote-2023/home


Toms River Regional Schools
“TRSchools.com”

District Website
https://www.trschools.com/ 

Judge’s comment: 
“The strategies implemented made to district and 
individual school sites were cohesive and streamlined 
the website maintenance process. Well done!”

Website
2nd Place

https://www.trschools.com/


Laura Bishop Communications - 
“North Caldwell Bond Referendum Website”

https://sites.google.com/ncboe.org/ncboe-referendum/home 

Judge’s comment: 
“The website design is informative, engaging, 
and user friendly. Well done!”

Website
1st Place

https://sites.google.com/ncboe.org/ncboe-referendum/home


CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OUR WINNERS!



Closing Notes

Coming to all winners....
• Icon Badge

• Press Release Template

Visit NJSPRA on the Exhibit Floor
Booth #727

Barbara Hunter, APR - Tuesday Morning




